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Dear Sir,

I have before me the issue of «Life» in which you
devote your very especial attention to a small and poor
village in my country. It is a village hidden away in
the mountains of Estremadura, sad, very poor, behind
the times, far from the railroad; and no doubt your
Mr. W. Eugene Smith had to search for it with not a
little patience and no less persevering work; and,
needless to say, it was thrown with no less scandalous
glee onto the magnificent calendered paper of your
magazine.

Yes; that is the village of Deleitosa; those are its
very humble dwellings, its long-suffering inhabitants,
its utter lack of up-to-dateness. Those scenes caught by
your camera lense make up the dreadful life that is still
led by a few Spaniards in that out-of-the-way location.
| do not think that by publishing them you have taught
us anything we did not know. We know quite well
the dark corners of Spain; at least, we know them as
perfectly as you pretend to know those things that
have now fallen within the sphere of the powerful
informative influence of your dollars. We know what
Spanish villages go on living more or less in the same
material conditions as four hundred years ago,

The difference is that we are filled with res-
pect and sorrow by the details of that terrible
reality, which, besides gravely afflicting us, make us
blush for such things in our collective life; whereas you
put them to the shameless and scandalous uses of
sensationalism; for it is all the same to you whether
you apply those methods to the latest raid on the
streets of Chicago by the gangster of the moment,
or some amorous C0 retempg or other in the marital
life of Filmland, or the misery of an honest but unfor-
tunate human community. But the misery of a village,
wherever it may be, let me tell you is a good deal more
respectable than all that. And when that village is
one’s own, then, besides being worthy of respect, its
sorrows are, tragically and vitally, part and parcel of
one’s own persona] lot.

But, apart from that respect, whose absence is more
degrading than anything else in those whose souls
lack the necessary standards to know how to handle
it, there is something else that is demanded in prac-
tice of any man who takes it upon himself to inform
the world of what happens in it day by day. | mean,
the duty of truthfulness, which, of course, may be
transgressed not only by clearly prevaricating the
truth but also by intentionally showing only one of
its many sides. And | submit that the author of that
deplorable article about our little village in the Prov-
ince of Caceres has been guilty of both offences: lack
of respect and contempt of that integrity which the
truth requires. Mr. Smith takes the pictures, the sad
pictures, of the village of Deleitosa and, throwing
them out, without more ado, to be lapped up by that
voracious ub{ic whose capital standard of what is
human is COMIOM, he as good as says to that public:
«This is Spain». But it is not. His document is as
partial, to say the least of it, as it would have been had
he had the—unaccustomed—weakness to reproduce
solely, as an example of Spanish life to-day, the finest
prospects of our great cities or the luxury of our privi-
leged classes. No; Spain, being both things, is not
exclusively either the one or the other. You will not
in that way truthfully and faithfully perform your
informative office, although | fancy you may thus
serve your vague propagandist ends.

I will not now trouble you with details of how Spain
is to-day; nor will | tell you what that possible picture
of Spain as a whole consists of, nor where it can be
found—that picture of Spain as a whole from which
your readers might perhaps form a truer and worthier
idea of what Spain is. But | do, on the other hand,
want, if you will allow me, to post you up on what
that little village of Deleitosa means to the sensitiveness
of a Spaniard of these days; not to spreadeagleist or
purist or folk-lorist sensitiveness, let me tell you, but to
that sensitiveness that is deeply concerned about real
knowledge of Spain.

Now, Sir, in Spain, unfortunately, Deleitosa is not
an isolated case. There are other villages and places
which might have served your purpose just as impres-
ively as this little Estremcnian village of Deleitosa,
if not more so. It would still be possible to find similar
living conditions among small groups of Spaniards,
subjected to them by a long and obstinate fatality.
I who tell you this am professionally engaged, in my
own small measure, in recording the facets of contem-
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porary Spanish existence for the purpose of bringing
forth the fruit of knowledge of the real state of that
vast and complex reality, whose remedy lies in other
hands. No doubt to achieve that remedy it will be
necessary forcibly to set in motion all the public and
private springs of action of our country, which the
world leaves to its own resources. But maybe neither
its own resources nor those of others, which nobody
places at its disposal, will suffice to place it on the
exactingly high level to which the present generation
aspires in its dreams. It may interest you to know that
this generation’s understanding of Spain though it
often appears stupidly deformed by officious interpre-
ters or doubtful advocates has sprung precisely from
the discontent, from the violent irruption of literary
and sociological criticism represented by another giant
generation of Spaniards, which is known by a date that
may still «ring a bell», as the saying is, for you Ameri-
cans: 1898.

In 1898, Sir, this article of yours might have been
representative, it might have had fierce topical value
as a summing-up. It would have been one more among
the many calls then issued to the sleeping conscience
of Spain. To-day, it is nothing but a surprise attack,
a propagandist trick, which unfairly magnifies a small
and partial fact to an ignorant public to make it appear
as the whole.

What is typical of Spain to-day is not that that
backwardness and destitution of Deleitosa actually
eXISt, but that she goes to seek out such things in order
to fight against them by any means. That Spain you
see in Deleitosa happens to be the Spain that we our-
selves like as little as you do, though surely for dif-
ferent reasons. Unlike you, we love that Spain with
a will to improve it. That will is fed by our very sorrow,
it thrives on our very hope, and it is so deep and so
genuine that it bristles with rage when any outsider
lays unclean hands on that Spain to make frivolous
tourist capital, or business, or simply political propa-
ganda out of it.

Actually, that Spain which you show submerged in
the painful pictures of Deleitosa has a well-known
name among us: it is «black Spain». 1 do not know if
you are aware that «black Spain» was one of the leit-
motiv played with a full orchestra by that great
generation of which | have spoken: from Dario de
Regoyos to Zuloaga, passing through the later Solana,
in the plastic arts, and from Pio Baroja to Azorin in
literature. «Black Spain» is the outcome of a vast social
structure of archaic feudal lines with which Spanish
life has been burdened for centuries and which went
through a crisis—intellectually—at that time when,
as | tell you, a batch of BFaniards of the highest uni-
versal quality made a ProbIEM of it to themselves and
intellectually and morally committed all successive
generations to the task of seeking an honest and
worthy solution to it. And that is what we are doing
today, as yesterday; and, allow me to tell you, we are
doing it with more energy even than yesterday, because
that QrODIEM not only made itself patent, with much
more than literary expressiveness or force, in a long and
fierce civil war In which both sides covered the soil
of Spain from end to end and inch by inch, but it was
carried in the folds of the first flags that trod the path
to victory in that war.

I have no call to explain to you the work involved
in getting that will-to-improve to open a full way for
itself, fighting with all its might not only against that
economic poverty which we all know, but also against
a certain prejudice, a certain mistaken attachment to
time-honoured national customs, which still hangs like
a millstone round the neck in certain dark zones
of the Spanish mind at the present time, and which
attitudes like that represented by your own artici«, on
Deleitosa only sferve to aggravate.

On ther other hand, it may not be altogether useless
B(fr %ou to try to understand whence and how those

dCK pictures of our poor little Deleitosa reached the
faultlessly topical pages of «Life». | should like you to
realize just how what still remains of «black Spain»
among us stands on the chief bare spot in the thick
grove of our millenary history. Do not trouble to find
out what the Spanish Renaissance was or what it
stood for in the European world, in order afterwards
to appraise that alleged deficiency accurately. There
is no need for you to do that. That is not the bare
spot | mean; and | think, if you reflect on it, this little
detail will be enough to convince you: it is that all
that beautiful Continent on which your feet are now set
came out of the darkness thanks to the impulse of Re-

naissance Spam. Otner, wiser, men will assure you
that what we missed was Enlightenment. But do not
consult the Encyclopedia, either, to ascertain in what
way this deficiency may have diminished Spain’s his-
toric life: Enlightenment was let through in some
measure or other and its advances here bore the names
of Kings Ferdinand VI and Charles 111, for instance.

To my mind, Sir, Spain’s historic bare spot is to be
ound in the nineteenth century. Let me explain. It
is not that the nineteenth century was nef(ef)r 10US as
some here say, in not a little haste to condemn; but
simply that it was NON-€XIStent, And that is something
you will be able to grasp better, without? any need to
cudgel your brains or brush up your history, because
your own country took shape, as a country, precisely
in the nineteenth century. That during that century
some of you still went about making Sioux Indians
drunk or machine-gunning Commanches to found your
beautiful cities does not change the fact that those
which were raised were even then endowed with all
the progressive, civilized features and comforts of the
nineteenth century.

For, above all other political or philosophical signi-
ficances, the nineteenth century had the strictly socio-
logical significance of the PIrOQresS of villages and
towns, of the settlement in them of the creative middle
classes, following the spiritual impulse preyiously given
them by Enlightenment. The CENtury OY ﬂgﬁ[y begot
the century of electric light, of intellectual Rationalism,
of the civilizing rationalization of life, with its great
middle-class actions tending to the radical transfor-
mation of the material conditions of existence, those
European actions which you went on applying auto-
matically, synchronically, almost without realizing it,
but €X-l0V0, on virgin soil most generously endowed
by nature for this very time in history.

And that is just what Spain, to her sorrow, never
had: a nineteenth century. She did not have at the
right time any genuine economic Liberalism, nor any
great creative middle class or intellectual Progressism
of sufficient strength and elevation to impose its tone
upon the country. The failure of the reigning dynasty
at the end the eighteenth century paved the way for
that deficiency, which the War of Independence against
the French invader was to consummate noisily with
the twofold repercussion of its devastating disasters
on the material life of Spain’s cities and countryside
—cutting down at the roots the small initial achieve-
ments of Enlightened Despotism—and the consequent
ultra-nationalist reaction against Progressist and civil-
izing Europeanism, which had the misfortune to knock
at the door of our country at the same time as the ar-
mies of Napoleon Buonaparte.

It is just that development of the conditions of
civilizing progress characteristic of the nineteenth cen-
tury that was generally absent from our slow and
troubled Spanish life. Spain, the country of
slow-ripening fruit, was slower than ever in gathering
the ripe fruit of progress, and, meanwhile, especially
in her spacious countryside, she perpetuated rural,
pre-nineteenth-century living conditions which were
economically saturated with absentee-landlordism, aris-
tocratic neglect, and social helplessness.

So, «black Spam» spread like a cancerous growth
on that vital side which the nineteenth century never
came to cover; but, to cut that cancer and take the
bright colour of clean blood to places where there was
only misery and neglect, our Spain has been striving
for over half a century, striving harder every day
against fate. | kxow that in your prosperous and for-
tunate country, where even time is gold, things are done
more quickly, with a powerful and enviable quickness.
Here the pace is slower, more diffident, because its
measure is the diffident one of poverty; and there is
so much to raise and transform and put on the way to
a full yield!

But in that slow, persistent fight of the new life
against the old, whose life-giving and civilizing tide
has not yet reached the hidden village of Deleitosa, one
thing has been left behind, wiped out, overcome at
last: and that is «black Spain» as a figure of speech
totally covering the whole reality of Spanish life. De-
leitosa is no longer a representative village; it is a re-
grettable—though still not unique—exception in the
general perspective of Spain. To hold up that sad pic-
ture as anything else. Sir, is a piece of deceitful sophis-
try, as hurtful a falsehood as it would be to dub a gangs-
ter film «Scenes of American life» without any qualifi-
cation.

And here | end this long letter, since | had to end
somewhere. | am surely leaving in the ink-pot many
things that | could say to make you understand more
clearly; and, on the other hand, | have said others
which maybe overflowed the banks of my mind like
waters swelling in the freshet of an anger near to tears.
For the mouth speaketh out of the fulness of the heart,
and in my heart there is set, like a huge Spanish tear,
that bitter picture of our Deleitosa that you have held
up on the spear of your magazine for other eyes to
look at without love and with scoru. Yours very truly,

GASPAR GOMEZ DE LA SERNA
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0 Renacimiento; no se moleste.en indagaf qué cosa sea Renaci-  {Unica, una.doliente exce 06 SR Ettor g5,

on en lap ersdfectrva general

na. ES rrmrrs triste Imagen en ofro sen
mreBto espanol, 0 %ue ha sulgnrfrcado en”el mundo europe ara F { ? oo 10 sera, por EH [g

a ema e iente falseda
?alltl raroﬁqeJ ongorerS égctﬂ esa retendrda ausencra no ace g fa g e/n ePce ‘orge 46 Un tin- 08 gangsers ion

. antar
tara pgra Convencere y Saeg |Tg e(i)ue uefo d ea}/ecr(fe (\Juee thSO Clertamenpe incomp etO qué rezase asl: «Esceénas de la vida e
ese emoso Contrnente sobre el ﬂFe udgte apoya, ahora [0S pies Norteamerica».

salio de I3 tipiebla racras al im 4 spana renacentrst

o5, MaS docos e ssequrarat e ef BRI ot o b e poe o s
Iustracron L tampoco Fonsule Ta Encidogedy pare, aver uar s n{ tendimians 8‘

D gne pudo_ haber mermado Sl falta la vida historica de Esp g%sm Lrjg el r(;a aseCILEeeacgg% ¥ sa?rrereonne ImIr?rneocrecnfans gon?rq
en na u otra medrd(a se le fue dan (? paso y su? adelantados tu- Stan e |”a riada de uﬂ Coraie cast a punto de [agrima. Por ie &
veron aqui nombre de reyes: Fernando VI'y Carlos 111, por gjem- (4]}, 028 WG, RB16h Bt

& abundancia de corazoir a la boa, y en e

0razon, est CU&I
%hma espanola £5d am%rga |ma en qe

g {0 en lagrcota € Su semanarro
mp en sin amor y con esprecro

ha a como una enorme
La calva histdrica de El\loana pienso, senor mio, que esta en el uestra Delgitosa, que uste
sr lo XIX. Fntrend(a usted %ue el siglo xix haya sido nefas- para que 0jos extranos la cont
" como algunos rcennﬁror aqui con no paco apresuramiento con- De usted att
enatgrro srno sencillamente porque. po ha sido. Y €50 Si ﬂue usted € ustea atto, y s. .,
entender mejor, sin necesidad de forzaJ sus conocimien-
tos hrstorrcos porque su propio pals se ha cuajado, como tal pais, GASPAR GOMEZ DE LA SERNA
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